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 FAITH 
 Worshipping the living God: Creator, Redeemer 

and Sanctifier

 EXCELLENCE
 Pursuing the highest standards in teaching, 

learning and research

 INTEGRITY
 Acting honestly in all that we are and do

 JUSTICE
 Exhibiting compassion and fairness in all we 

undertake

 WELCOME
 Including all; offering respect and pastoral 

support to students and staff

ABOUT WOLLASTON

Wollaston Theological College (WTC) provides theological education and research 
on a campus surrounded by Bold Park in Mt Claremont, WA where it has been 
situated since 1957. The College also hosts members of the Diocese of Perth 
gathered for training, mutual support, and administrative functions in the life of the 
Diocese.

OUR CORE  
VALUES



OUR MISSION 

• To offer educational and formative 
programs for lay and ordained 
persons in the Diocese of Perth, the 
Province of Western Australia, and 
the Anglican Church of Australia. 

• To engage critically and faithfully 
with the Scriptures and the 
traditions of the one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church, within the 
changing contemporary world.

• -To equip lay and ordained persons 
to be learned, confident and 
passionate members of the Body 
of Christ, building communities of 
hope, healing, reconciliation, and 
transformation.

• To be a community gathering for 
worship, deepening theological 
understanding, and being sent out 
as witnesses to the Kingdom of 
God

• To engage with the Diocesan 
Mission Plans and Five Marks of 
Mission

OUR VISION 

• Wollaston Theological College 
will be a Christ-centred dynamic 
learning community with a 
common sense of purpose to fulfil 
the Mission of the College.

• The College will provide teaching 
at certificate, undergraduate and 
postgraduate levels through its own 
academic staff and in conjunction 
with the University of Divinity or 
other approved providers.

• The College will facilitate spiritual, 
theological, academic, training, 
and administrative activities to be 
conducted on campus.

• Members of, and visitors to, the 
College will pursue their roles in 
accordance with the Core Values 
of the College and the Diocese of 
Perth.



ORDAINED MINISTRY 

God calls women and men to ordained 
ministry in the Church of God as deacons, 
priests and bishops. All have distinctive roles 
and ministries, although a deacon who is 
called to be a priest will normally remain a 
deacon for a relatively short time.

The process of discernment of a call to 
ordained ministry happens initially in the life 
of an individual who may feel promptings of 
the Spirit of God about more focused ministry in the church and then is tested 
in a process involving the Enquirers Program and then further in the Formation 
Program at Wollaston Theological College. The Archbishop’s Examining Chaplains 
play a key role in this process and ultimately it is the Archbishop who makes a final 
discernment. 

LAY MINISTRY

The Church believes all baptised Christians are called to be partners in the ministry 
of the Church. Most of the baptised do this as ‘lay people’. In their daily lives, and 
work in the world, the baptised have a unique ministry in the place where God has 
called them to be to bear witness in their lives, actions and words to reconciling love 
of God revealed most clearly in Jesus Christ.

Some people also feel called to take part in the liturgical and pastoral ministry 
of the Church in a way that more directly assists the ministry of those ordained. 
In the Diocese of Perth (and elsewhere), these people are called Lay Pastoral 
Ministers (LPM) or Liturgical Assistants (LA). LPMs are licensed for their work by the 
Archbishop of Perth. This reflects Anglican understanding that in every diocese all 
ministry is firstly the ministry of Christ to his people, and becomes the ministry of 
the bishop as a sign of the unity of all God’s people in that place.

Other people are called to exercise ministry by representing the people of their 
parish on parish councils or on the Diocesan Synod. Such people use their gifts 
and insights for the good ordering, alongside the Archbishop and clergy, of both 
the parish and the Diocese. Opportunities in Chaplaincy for the ordained and 
lay person continue to grow as increasingly organisations recognise the distinct 
skills and services such a ministry can provide and because many people have no 
relationship with a local worshipping community.



WOLLASTON CERTIFICATES 

WTC offers a ‘Wollaston Certificate in Theology’ as well as a ‘Wollaston Certificate 
for Anglican Leaders’ and there are other offerings being developed. See separate 
brochures for more information.

CHAPLAINCY 

In the Diocese of Perth, Chaplains minister in a wide variety of different contexts.  
They minister in Schools, Hospitals, Aged Care, WA Police, the Australian Defence 
Force, Prisons, and various industrial contexts including with mining companies and 
with Sporting Clubs.

Chaplains may be ordained or lay and will have somewhat differing roles depending 
upon whether they are a lay or ordained Chaplain.  And, as was suggested in the 
previous section, there is some evidence that as our society becomes more secular 
and disconnected from regular engagement with worshipping communities, 
Chaplains are coming to play an increasing role.  And whether a person feels calls to 
minister as an ordained or a lay chaplain, some professional training and theological 
education will be very important.  And while the Murdoch University Theology 
program offered a specialist award in Chaplaincy, there is nothing currently available.  
However there are some awards offered through the University of Divinity (and 
some through Wollaston/TCTS) that are relevant to lay people preparing for this 
ministry.  And staff at Wollaston can provide some advice about this.



UNIVERSITY THEOLOGICAL STUDY AT  
WOLLASTON THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE

Under an agreement signed in 2020, It is now possible to undertake University 
theological awards through WTC in conjunction with Trinity College Theological 
School (TCTS) which is an Anglican College - and with the University of Divinity 
based in Melbourne. 

In 2022 our students have the opportunity to attend face-to-face lectures at 
Wollaston College for their UD courses. They may also take other units on-line that 
are not offered face-to-face at WTC.

WTC is in the process of applying to become a College of UD in our own right from 
the start of 2023. This will be a significant development for the College and Diocese 
as we will be able to run all our own courses and Wollaston will become a University 
of Divinity College.

The Wollaston Conference Centre was closed in 2021 and its facilities have now 
mostly been taken over by WTC to provide teaching and meeting areas for the 
College.

In the future we anticipate that the Theological Library Collection held at Murdoch 
University will move to WTC and be housed and operated from this site.



OTHER DIOCESAN ORGANISATIONS ON SITE 

There are several other Diocesan organizations that are located on the Wollaston 
site – including Anglican EcoCare, the Social Responsibilities Commission, Children 
and Youth Ministry Commission and the Anglican Schools Commission.

Anglican Children
& Youth Ministries
Diocese of Perth

VOCATION PRAYER

Almighty God,
by whose Spirit the whole body of your 

Church
is called into a royal priesthood,

hear our prayer for all members of your 
Church

that in their vocation and ministry
they may truly serve you,

devoutly love you
and faithfully follow in the way of your 

Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



CONTACT

Wollaston Theological College  
5 Wollaston Road, Mt Claremont 

E. info@wtc.perth.anglican.org 

T. 08 9425 7270 
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